THE COUPLE'S TINY
1927 HOME stands in its
original cottage-scale

glory In a nelghborhood
typified by large houses
replacing teardowns.

We stalked this
cottage for years

Cynthia Davis and Issac Preminger courted the previous owners
with modest remodeling plans before buying this Houston hacienda
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THE LIVING ROOM
works as both intimate
convarsation space
and entertaining centar
with the falding doors
enclosing or expoding
the telavision.

[ ike a child’s hidden treasure

in the gap of a brick wall, .'i-:l::LL'IEnrl.g hp-e'-.'l:ll has Been saved behind a w r\-:1|.|1_l||11 iron gate in Houston's

Museum Diserice. The :|1|.'ig|'|'|:l|.:-|'|1-.:-|u5'h quaint charm remains in its smaller homes, but new, |:|'r:.;cr
homes have |.-e'j;zt|:|. 1o dwarl the orginal bungalows, Luckily, local shop owner Cynthua Davis and her
architect/designer husband, Issac Preminger, weren't looking for a teardown when they discovered a
coveted piece of real estate: the little white cottage behind a simple adobe wall that's been tucked
comfortably into a Tuscan-like courtyard since 1927

Issac knew the oniginal owner, a well-respected doctor who had emigrated from Argentina decades
before. Although the doctor had been out of the house for years, he maintained ownership for his family
and adamantly opposed selling for fear of what might become of it. So Issac, who'd lived in the same
neighborhood and had always admired the 1,270-square-foot house with striped awnings. rented it with
Cynthia for a while

"A good house in Houston? You stalk that for years,” says Cynthia

Every now and then the docror would visit Cynrhia and [ssac, toring the house’s original drawings
Issac remembers: “He'd say, ‘Now tell me whar you're going 1o do to the house.” He'd see our plans and
show us what he would do if he were to move back in.”

Confident in the couple’s modest and rasteful makeover intentions and feeling a connection to this
rocn:n:l].' married C1'|l.l|.'l|.|.‘]l.".-.‘.lk|l1g for their first house |:_||1|.|-:'|‘| as he and his wife had done a |'|:||'|--:'4'|111:|r:.'h-{"|-:_1n_'_:|_
the docror sold, and the uncovering began. >

IN THE KITCHEN,

a ceramic cow head
from an old French shop
stands guard owver the
nook Issac designed

to fit a giant antigue
butcher block,




THE FORMER GUEST
ROOM now makes for

an alry dinimg room just
off the kitchen. lssac
designed and built this
shalving using old French
doors bo expose the
ching indide.

SIMPLE GARDEM
BORDER TILES along

the flocrboard connect
inside bo out,

“A lot of things had been cluttered and abandoned by various renters, so every summer we'd do
one project and restore one room, usually getting down to the basics,” says Cynthia. “We found
the great stone fireplace under a giant plaster white one. Two windows on either side of it looked
into a wall, so we removed those. They took the kitchen down to the subfloor. replacing electrical
outlets and plumbing, and Issac designed a stucco hood trimmed in stone above the butcher block.
We converted the tiny second bedroom oft the kitchen into a dining room and added three
matching, glass-paned doors leading outside.”

“We didn't change the outline of the house at all,” adds [ssac. "You have to be humble and
respectful of who was there before you ™

With such small spaces in which to work, the restoration often centered around a single piece,
such as the beautiful antique French butcher block in the kitchen. When they found it, Issac went
about designing the rest to fit the block snugly into place beside the stove. In the living room the
uncovered stone fireplace was the obvious anchor, but the couple continued the sturdy theme
with a cement coffee table made by a Houston artist. The bath's masterpiece is the original
sunken tub. The couple used tile reclaimed from an old European villa for the floor and salvaged
the antique farm sink from Provence.

Cynthia—who owns Indulge, which sells mosdy European linens, glassware. and gifts-—inirially
filled the house with white fabrics and delicate furniture. All was fine until their briard (French
sheepherding dog) had puppies and the owo little fur balls they kept quickly grew to full size. »

Shop for Cottage Style
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We didn't change the outline of the
house atall. You have to be humble and
respectful of who was there before you

“We found ourselves with 10 '|'|I:"IJ:I'||.|'\I- more dog

than human. They overpowered us™ says Cynthia
“The old turmiture had no chance, =0 we had o
replace it all with stone, cement, and nonedible,”

That explains the abundance of faux-bois (imita

tion wood) and other sturdy pieces in the house. Tt

also accounts for an interaction with cutdoor living
spaces. Insread of having an extra bedroom, the couple

ik :|||:|.'\-.‘| IhONe L'Il[n.'l'l:'lil'lil'la'! :-F: = [ I|1.'|I ._'|_'||_||._:| .I.|"-'l sCrnge
as a corridor to the backyard, where small tables and
chairs hide in corners like in a European café. The
converted dining room opens onto a patio.

“With three woolly mammoths of dogs, we needed
much more living space, so the ourdoors made perfect
sonse,” save [ssac

“and we like the extension thar the ba L}:u';l
provides for entertaming,” adds Cynthia " The dining
THE MASTER (AND OHLY) room’s location and the new glass doors create an
BEDROOM conmects Lo
the garden via French
ﬂg;iql::; ::‘;E{E:l;hp F that connection to t_h-.' _Iq,'."l.ll."'.ll
Copribilaalis b v Sk, 1 : By appreciating the house's small, private character
AN ORIGINAL SUNKEN, " e, : i and expanding to the ourdoors, Cynthia and [ssac have
TILED TUB anchars the R managed to add intimacy and comfort that bring out
bath, and Hoor tiles

outside in feel.” The placement -:|I';.::||'-.h".'. border tiles

around the intertor tloorboard subtly underscores

the property’s original hidden charm. Every square

salvaged fram a European . ;
e : inch—and there aren’t many—flows with just the right
villa accentuate the o : f :

3 : - :
old-world faeal : . : rouch of I.‘t'lhl.'“l'l."!II['-' ||
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