design school }

‘mantel plece
- Houston designer Johnathan Andrew Sage
'creates an “over-the-top” arrangement »

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JULIE SCEFER




| de

sign school |

Vly inspiration

ror this arrangement comes
fromn the fall materials | chose to incorpo
rate. | enjoy using natural materials that
have a wild or arganic look, which give a
finished arrangement its own individual
character and style. Perfect for celebrat-
ing a holiday or special event at home,
this manielpece installation 15 a great
way to spruce up vour fireplace.

- MATERIALS:

111

swinged elm
branches

= maple foliage

= purple leaf
plum follage

= fiucklabarrias

K
s sunflower pods

= golden
amaranthus

= griedn bittérswaat

s arange calla lilies
s ‘Rad Charm' peonles
» aisorted roses

s artichokes
= gnoki mushrooms
" grapes

I Start by attaching a
phywood Dase (o an glm
stump, which will allow you
to have a sturdy base for the
imstallation. This can be dore
weith an electne - ;,"H'n'-'lj' e

and deck screws

Mentt, stard the aim

ShuMmp upright ang
wsg wirg 1o attach Soardy
branchas ta it Thas wall ba
the sbructure for attac g
fiowers. | chose winged elm
Branches, But amy Dype af

sturdy branch would be fine

P, o create tha first

j design alement and
ouild form, attach bramches
atf rmapio 1o age 1o thag

pLrLCT LR

_I Také S6Mé pra-Soakodc]
Dasis and placs it nko
a crevicea of the elm stump
The Dasis is good for hold-
ng Sorme Call branches in
place ak the bottom of the
nstallatom
| Mext, wire some of the
} purple leal’ plum folisge
to the branchas by follow-
ing their natural curves. it's
important to Inconporaie tha
siurdy materials first, leaving

the Flonengrs Tor last

(' When adding foliage
-] -_'_._l II-\.+ H":I":\?il‘."'l.;'u'
urhiEsirable

[ruUrE SwEy any

Bavas Or stray Dracts

S | After attaching the
| roliage, add the othar
sturdy materials like the

pokeborry stems shown
here) before inconoorating

the flowers

q Than add the golden

( amaranthus. Be sura
to allow it to hang organi
cally as bo mot fight with the
ratural character of each
material Follow by adding
in thie green bitberswest and

gunfloneer Dods

[) Mext, firmly place an

articihoke info the
Chasis, | alwrays use P s
vegetables and folisge at
the base so the weight of
the installation stays at tha
Battom

|{] Use wire bo add
1’] the rest of the frut
and wegetables intc the
arrangement. Insert a strand
of wire from the bottom of a
pear thirough the tap. Then
hor s hose" Lnve wire and
ol it back arownd the shem
wehich will kack th warg inbo
the fruat

|{ ]I Mexk, repeat the
-] “horseshoe” step
an the oppasite and of the
wire, attaching two pears
lageather. {This trick warks
writhy rmiost types of fruit)

|{) .| Cnce the pears

{. are wired togethear
hang therm over a branch
and twist them around each

atier, wirmch wall secure the

Iruit = placea

| | Loop a strand of wire
through a cluster of
grapes, Then pull B wire
dowven and wrap il around the
Lt You will PR were gt 10
anothar cluster of orapes,

camiilar Do e oears in sten 105
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| love the variance of colors, movement, and
textures of the finished mantelpiece arrangement.
Working on such a large scale really allows the
use of the materials to make a unique statement.

After Wwiring the fruit ._. Mext, in order I_l
and placing it into the J | to accent the
—Taln flow

gement, add the larger argerr

flowers (like the peonies
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