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I-" M TEAAS-BASED DXESIGNER PAMELS FIERCE, It was love at
first sight. The: instant she stepped inside the 19208 French
Mediterranean-stvle residence, located in Houston's Muses
um [hstrict, she knew she had come home, Despate i

rored walls and decades of other decorative injustices thit
had been layered on, the refined quality of the architechure
could not ke disguised.

“Old homes should be allowed to age gracefully,” Picroe
says. Instinctively, she knew what needed to be done to
return the structure 1o its orginal beauty and to reveal its
olbd soul. 5o, with a promise 1o her husband Jesse 1o %just
paint,” she began the firs of two extensive renovations of
their howse

“We really did intend to just paint,” designer Pierce ex
plains with a laugh. “But then the plaster had w be redone,
and then we decided that adding interior arches would
creaie the illusion of ceiling height, and by then we found
fabulous antique floors to install, and, well, one thing just

lesed 1 another and another.” She recalls how she and her
husband lived only on the third Noor for eighteen months
Four years later, the couple undemook a second reno
vation, living without a kirchen for many months, At thar
time, contractor Louis Alvaredo installed the antigque floscar-
ing and architectural pieces. “He displayed such paticnee
and creativity that no one would ever dream that these
clements were not original to the house,” Pierce says.
[talian cighteenth-century cathedral stone creates an at-
mosphere of serene solidity in the kitchen and breakfas
room. Chestnut and walnut loors from the same century
imbuwse the living and dining rooms with additional warmith
and texwure, French seventeenth-century limestone man
tels establish strong focal points and anchor the spaces
Thoughtiully designed gardens and countyards comple-

ment the home and exhibit the same restraint seen in the

interiors. Houston landscape designer Danny McNair

worked closely with the homeowners o interpret their
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ire highlights a set of French fans bois g
- meenth-century stone rough converted
into a softly splashing fountain. A steel adbor, coverad in
EVErgreen vines, creat 1 intimate enclosure. Antique
garden elements ed around the grounds to achieve
a balance of decorative interest and plantings.
But the true hallmark of this home, and of Pierce's stvle,
15 a pervading spirit of peacefulness. She believes that with
the pace and the pressures of modem life, a home nesds
i be a refuge of ranguility. Led by instinct and experi-
ence, she achieves this by utilizing a neutral, richly tex-
wred palette, old materials and well-chosen, well-placed
antiques. Overscale

n nlight filters through the leaves of arching oak t

and pours through uncunained windows. In the win
the ambiance is further warmed by the presence of

working fireplaces, including one in the puest room.

There is no , o clutter. A soothing sere
from objects havin m o breathe and not ¢
with one ancther for atention,

“I have really learned o discern what 1 want w keep
arcund me now,” Pierce explains. “IF a piece speaks to me,
I know [ can always find a place for it, but 1 am also very
good at moving things out when they no longer seem o
fit in here.”

For Pierce, the best compliment is for sormeons o enter
a roonn she has designed and simply want 1o stay. There is
an intangible spirit o her s CASIE @ quist, come-
foming spell, and visitors do end w© inger, reluctant to give
up being surrounded by this i »

The most successful designers have an intuitive un-

ratanding of human namre and what it longs for. For

Herce and her fortunate clients, a home is a place
of renewal and deep contentment. _
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